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It is said that pure culture 
of Aspergillus oryzae have 
been sold to SAKE brewers 
Since 10th century.
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Biological Resource Centres
Underpinning the future of life sciences and biotechnology

OECD 2001

1. The need for BRCs
2. The increasing challenges of 

biodiversity and genomics
3. Financial support for long-term 

stability
4. Ensuring quality and expertise
5. Restrictions affecting access
6. Towards a global network of BRCs
7. A call for action by OECD countries 

and beyond

Importance of Networking
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Why networking?

1. Reference organismsfor quality control and 
standardized tests
¸ Needs of specification of strains by national or international 

regulations

2. Taxonomic type strains of prokaryotes (bacteria, 
archaea) and yeasts
¸ According to the Bacteriological Code of Nomenclature

¸ Living culture of fungi derived from type according to the 
Botanical Code

3. Materials for research and development
¸ Characteristic for BRC and the original country for screening 

sources 

Essential Functions of BRC are
Collection, Preservation and Supply of:
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ACM was established at Tsukuba Meeting on 10th October, 2004.
Preliminary meeting was held in March 2004.
Members were from twelve countries.
Current secretariat is in NITE.

The 1st ACM Meeting @Tsukuba ICCC10
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Aims of ACM

ÅFramework for international cooperation to encourage 

microbiological researches

ÅDevelopment of microbial resources characteristic for 

each country

ÅConstruction of the mechanism for academia and 

industry to utilize microbial resources 

ÅEstablishment of BRC network

ÅEstablishment of international standards for biological 

material transfer and benefit -sharing

ÅImprovement and share of standardized techniques



Annual Meeting of ACM

1. Japan (2004)

2. Thailand (2005)

3. China (2006)

4. Indonesia (2007)

5. Korea (2008)

6. Vietnam (2009)

7. (Japan, 2010)

1. Country report

2. Report from Task 
Forces

3. Open symposium to 
facilitate the 
utilization of local 
biological resource 
centers
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Task Force of ACM

1. Biological Information Management 
(BIM)

2. Human Resource Development (HRD)

3. Management of Material Transfer (MMT)
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Task Force of ACM

1. Biological Information Management (BIM)

(Chair, Ken-ichiro Suzuki, Japan)

Â Database for management of materials 

Â Establishment of Integrated Database using 

common platform

Â Support of database development for small 

collections


